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6 Confusion: Dispersion at Babel
Key Themes
• God judges sin. 

• God is omniscient.

Key Passages
• Genesis 9:1, 9:7, 11:1–9

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Identify the sin that caused God to judge mankind by changing 
the people’s language.

• Explain how the confusion of languages scattered people over 
the whole world.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In page 5

Children will unscramble the words from the memory verse on the Acts 17:26–27 Word Scramble 
activity sheet and then color the picture on the sheet.

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 5

Shortly after the Flood, the people again rebelled against God, and instead of spreading out over 
the earth they decided to build a city and tower to make a name for themselves at Babel. Because 
of this disobedience, God scattered the people by confusing the language they spoke so they 
couldn’t understand each other.

ACTIVITY 1

1
Activity 1: Babel Video Clip page 10

Children will watch the Babel video clip from the Resource DVD-ROM. 

ACTIVITY 2

2
Activity 2: Hello Match page 11

Children will fi nd members of their “family” by matching the language cards, and then move to 
settle together in their own land.
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Lesson Preparation
WHat You Will do WHat You Will need

COME ON IN

COME ON IN

  Print one Word Scramble activity sheet from 
the Resource DVD-ROM for each student.

  Word Scramble activity sheet for each student

  Pencils and crayons

STUDYING THE WORD

STUDYING GOD’S WORD

  Study the Prepare to Share section.

  Go Before the Th rone.

  Print one Seven C’s of History Song sheet from 
the Resource DVD-ROM for each student.

  Print one Ziggurat images from the Resource 
DVD-ROM for your use during the lesson.

  Write “hello” on the board in diff erent languag-
es—hola, ciao, hallo, ola, bonjour, aloha, hej.

  Student Take Home Sheets

  Seven C’s of History Song sheet for each stu-
dent

  Ziggurat Images

  Invite someone who speaks a diff erent language 
or have a CD of someone speaking in a diff erent 
language

  World map or globe to use while discussing 
diff erent languages 

ACTIVITY 1

1
BABEL VIDEO CLIP

  Preview the Babel video clip (2:28) from the 
Resource DVD-ROM.

  Babel video clip from the Resource DVD-ROM 

  TV and DVD player or computer 

ACTIVITY 2

2
HELLO MATCH

  Print at least two copies of the Hello Match 
cards from the Resource DVD-ROM, preferably 
on cardstock, and cut out the cards. You will 
want to have duplicates of each card for this 
activity.

  Hello Match cards

MEMORY VERSE

Memory Verse
acts 17:26–27 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth 
and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should 
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and fi nd Him, though He is not far from each one 
of us.

➤ Pace your lesson! You can use the provided clocks to indicate the time each section should be 
completed to keep the lesson on schedule. While teaching, you can compare your 

anticipated times with the actual time and shorten or drop sections as necessary. 10:30
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
Scriptural Background

To prepare for this lesson, read Genesis 9:1, 9:7, 
11:1–9; Acts 17:26–27.

After the Flood was over, Noah and his family—
eight people in all—left the Ark. All the tribes and 
nations on the earth today have come from these eight 
people. God gave Noah and his family very specific 
instructions in Genesis 9:1: “So God blessed Noah and 
his sons, and said to them: ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth.’” God repeated this same command again 
in Genesis 9:7: “As for you, be fruitful and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth and multiply in it.” 
Noah had been commissioned by God to repopulate 
the earth. Noah and his family obeyed this command; 
however, the descendants of Noah disobeyed.

While Noah’s descendants were dispersing to fill the 
earth, the people, under the powerful Nimrod (Genesis 
10:9–10), stopped at the plain of Shinar to live (Genesis 
11:2). There they began to build a city (Genesis 11:4). 
These people were openly rebellious and disobedient 
to God. First, they disobeyed God’s specific instructions 
to disperse across the earth (Genesis 9:1, 9:7). Second, 
they were prideful in their disobedience by coveting a 
name for themselves (Genesis 11:4). They were anxious 
to build a monument to themselves whose top is in the 
heavens, looking to gain fame in the land among the 
people while disobeying the holy God. 

This prideful attitude of blatant disobedience 
angered the Lord—as does all disobedience to Him. 
He came down to them and confused their language so 
they would not understand one another’s speech (Gen-
esis 11:7). Thus, these wicked people were scattered 
across the land, there was no longer a common lan-
guage, and the building of the Tower of Babel ceased 
(Genesis 11:8–9). God’s purpose to fill the earth was 
accomplished.

apologeticS Background
Christians are often faced with questions concern-

ing how the world’s history fits in with the biblical time-
line. An example of this relates to the Tower of Babel. 
The secular world is continually making archaeologi-
cal finds that supposedly pre-date the Flood. Be on the 
lookout for this. It is contradictory to what we know 
God’s Word tells us. 

For example, secular historians date the first civi-
lizations around 8000–10000 BC, with Egyptian civi-
lizations beginning at 3200 BC (along with the Babel-

like pyramids). This information is not accurate accord-
ing to God’s Word. The worldwide Flood that destroyed 
everything on the earth began in 2348 BC, so none of 
these civilizations could have existed before then. It 
was only after the dispersion at Babel that these early 
civilizations started, as family groups began to spread 
around the world.

Some skeptics will also try to discount the account 
of the Tower of Babel by refusing to believe that the 
ancient people were skilled enough to accomplish 
such a task. We know from Scripture that this is not so. 
According to God’s Word, the people of antiquity were 
very intelligent. Genesis gives us insight into these 
people and what they were capable of. For instance, 
they were building cities (Genesis 4:17), they were 
raising and caring for livestock (Genesis 4:20), they 
made and played musical instruments (Genesis 4:21), 
and they were metalworkers in bronze and iron (Gen-
esis 4:22). They were certainly talented enough (and 
sinful enough) to build this tower as a tribute to them-
selves and their own accomplishments—ignoring their 
Creator God and His instructions.

Be aware that information like the above is just 
what children, parents, teachers, and all of us see and 
hear from the world—and it contradicts the Bible. It 
confuses and denies the infallibility of God’s Word. We 
must continue to rely on the biblical worldview we 
know to be true. 

HiStorical Background
We see from the Genesis account that the people 

disobeyed God and built a tower and a city to make 
a name for themselves (Genesis 11:4). God confused 
the language and the people dispersed throughout the 
earth (Genesis 11:8). This occurred a little more than 
100 years after the Flood subsided in the year 2349 BC. 
Our understanding of history continues to confirm the 
biblical account of the Tower of Babel. 

It is generally agreed that the Tower of Babel was 
a ziggurat temple-tower. This conclusion is based not 
on having discovered the Tower of Babel—which has 
not been found—but on discoveries of very similar 
“ziggurat” structures in other areas of the Middle East 
and beyond. The Egyptian pyramids in particular and, 
much later, the great Mayan temples of Central Amer-
ica are examples of this structure being spread around 
the globe from Babel. 

Historically, we know that these ancient ziggurats 
were built to offer homage to the false gods of the 
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people who built them. These structures are part of 
the idolatrous worship of these various people groups. 
We can connect this to our understanding that the 
building of the Tower of Babel was dishonoring of the 
one true God who spared Noah and his family and 
commanded them to be fruitful and multiply and fi ll 
the earth (Genesis 9:1). 

Again, looking biblically at this entire account, we 
see that the dates given for these archaeological fi nds 
are inaccurate. We know, according to Scripture, that 
the Flood was about 4,300 years ago—and everything 
on the face of the earth was destroyed. Consequently, 
all evidences of civilization that we fi nd have to be 
dated later than the Flood.

As the people dispersed from the plain of Shinar, 
they recalled their attempt to build the Tower of Babel 
and make a name for themselves. Thus, because men 
are wicked and, when left to their own devices will 
always turn from God, they once again began to build 
their cities and temples throughout the earth—the zig-
gurats that we fi nd today.

For more information on this topic, go to the 
Online Resource Page. 

BEFORE THE THRONE

BeFore tHe tHrone

Lord, I know that through one man, Adam, all men 
sin. And I know that my sin demands punishment 
because you are holy and just. Th ank you, dear Lord, 
for your longsuff ering and mercy, and thank you 
for providing the ultimate cure for sin—the death 
of your Son Jesus on the Cross. How amazed I am 
at your grace, that through faith you have revealed 
the truth of the gospel to me. And I beg you, Lord, 
to have mercy on the children in my class who don’t 
know you. Help them to acknowledge their sinful-
ness and need for the Savior. Help me to be a clear 
and encouraging witness to each one. 
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COME ON IN

come on in

As students arrive . . .

• Th ey will unscramble words from the 
memory verse on the Word Scramble activity 
sheet.

• Th ey will color the picture on the sheet.

GROUP PRAYER TIME

After all the students arrive, pray with 
them before beginning the lesson.  

REVIEW

reVieW

Using the Lesson Th eme posters from previ-
ous weeks, quickly review the lessons with your 
students. Take 5 to 10 minutes to reinforce the 
important truths the students have heard so far 
in your class.

Ask the children questions about the previous 
lessons as you review the Lesson Th eme posters. 
Refl ect briefl y on the passages you read, bringing 
the objectives and themes back into focus. Th is 
will refresh the truths in your students’ minds 
and maintain continuity as 
you teach through the les-
sons.

 
STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
 ü We are going to look at another one of the Seven C’s of History today. Can 

anyone tell me which one comes after Catastrophe? Confusion. Refer to the Seven 
C’s Timeline.

Let’s sing this Seven C’s song. It will help us review and learn them. Pass out 
the Seven C’s of History song sheet. Have the students sing this song. Refer to the Seven C’s Timeline 
as you sing the song.

Th e Seven c’s of History (to the tune of “Th is old man”)

Creation, God made it all.
Corruption, sin made man fall.
Th ere’s Catastrophe, a worldwide Flood;
Dinosaurs buried in the mud!

Men disobeyed, Confusion came.
Th e way they talked no longer the same.
It’s the Seven C’s of History—
in God’s Word the truth we see.

Next is Christ; He came to give
His life on the Cross that we might live. 
Consummation is our fi nal C,
Th e fi nal C of history.
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We’ll look to the clouds and see Jesus come;
God is forever the Victorious One!
It’s the Seven C’s of History—
in God’s Word the truth we see. 

Great job! We will be learning about Confusion today. This is the account 
of the Tower of Babel—when God brought confusion on mankind. Let’s 
look at the Seven C’s Timeline and see when this account took place.

 ü Can someone find this period for me on the timeline? Find Confusion and the 
Tower of Babel on the Seven C’s Timeline.  

read tHe Word

Let’s turn in our Bibles to Genesis 9. I am going to read verses 1 and 7. 
Listen carefully. Read the verses to the children after they have found them in their Bibles.

examine tHe Word

observe the text

Refer to the Bible Study poster to remind your students how to dig deeper into God’s Word by asking 
the right questions.

 ü After the Flood, what did God tell Noah and his family to do? It was 
repeated in both the verses I just read. Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.

God wanted Noah’s sons to have children and begin to fill the earth with 
people again. He wanted them to spread throughout the whole world. 

Now turn to Genesis 11. I am going to read verses 1–4. Listen carefully! 
Read the Scripture after the children have found it in their Bibles.

This occurred more than a hundred years after the Flood. Noah and his 
family obeyed God and began to have more children, but verse 2 says that 
the people found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 

 ü What had God commanded them to do? Read Genesis 9:1 again, emphasizing “fill 
the earth.” 

It sure doesn’t sound like that is what they were doing, does it? The Bible 
says they were going to stay in one place, in Shinar, and dwell there. 

 ü Were they obeying God’s command? No!

They were disobeying God again. 

 ü What do we call disobedience to God? Sin.

 ü What must God do when people sin? He must punish sin.

 ü You know we have discussed this before. Look at the Attributes of God 
poster here and tell me why God must punish sin. Can you figure it out? 
God must punish sin because He is holy and just.

Genesis 9:1, 9:7 

What  
command did 
God give to 
Noah after 
the Flood? 

Genesis 11:1–4



Year 1 • Quarter 3 • Grades 1 & 2 Lesson 6 • 7 of 12
Answers Bible Curriculum • Copyright © 2012 Answers in Genesis • All rights reserved.

That’s right. Let’s read what these two attributes mean from our poster 
together. Read the definitions for holy and just from the poster.

Because God is holy and just, He must punish all sin. 

 ü But wait a minute. Who sins, according to the Bible? Everyone!

That’s right. We all sin—the Bible tells us that. 

 ü So, should we also be punished by God? Yes.

And that is a terrible thought, isn’t it? Because God’s punishment is 
terrible. Remember, He destroyed the entire world in Noah’s day! But God 
was also gracious to Noah (who was a sinner) by saving him and his family 
through the Ark.

 ü And God gave us a way to be saved from the punishment we deserve. 
Who remembers what God did so we could be saved? He sent Jesus!

That’s right. God sent Jesus Christ, His own Son, to die on the Cross. All who 
turn from their sin and place their trust in Christ for salvation will be saved 
from the punishment they deserve.

God is gracious to all of us by providing this plan of salvation through 
Jesus. Can you find gracious on the Attributes of God poster? Have the 
children look at the poster and perhaps call on one child to show the class where this attribute is. 
Then read and briefly explain the definition of gracious in this context.

God can give the gift of salvation to us even though we are sinners 
because Jesus took our punishment on the Cross when He died. 

OK. So back to Genesis 11. Let’s see what the world was like at this time. 
Listen again as I read. Read Genesis 11:1 again. 

 ü What did everyone have in common? Language.

Everyone in the whole world could communicate with each other 
without needing a translator. Wouldn’t that be amazing? There was only 
one language. 

 ü What language do we speak? English.

 ü Do you know anyone who speaks another language? Let children answer. 

 ü Do you know the names of some other languages? Have the children name 
some other languages: Spanish, Italian, Chinese, French, etc. Look at a globe or map and show the 
children different parts of the world and discuss what language those who live there speak.

 ü Can any of you speak another language? Allow the children to say any foreign words 
they know.

I have written the word “hello” in several different languages on the board. 
Let’s try to say the ones we can read. Point to each word and say it aloud. Have the 
children repeat it. Hola—Spanish; Ciao—Italian; Hallo—German; Olá—Portuguese; Bonjour—
French; Aloha—Hawaiin; Hej—Swedish.

Holy 
Just 

(Refer to Attributes poster)

Gracious 
(Refer to Attributes poster)

Genesis 11:1
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There sure are a lot of different languages, aren’t there? And people are 
spread out all over the world. But at the Tower of Babel there was only 
one language.  

The people there didn’t want to obey God’s command to move 
throughout the whole world. Instead they wanted to stay in one place 
called Shinar.

Let’s read Genesis 11:4. Read the verse.

 ü They began to build. What were they building? If the children cannot answer, read 
Genesis 11:4 again. They were building a city and a tower. 

 ü Why did they want to build a city and a tower? They did not want to be scattered. 
Instead of obeying God, they wanted to make a name for themselves.

We really don’t know what this building looked like. The Bible doesn’t tell 
us exactly, and the Tower of Babel has never been found. But based on the 
ruins of other very old towers, experts think it may have looked like this. 
Show the Lesson Theme poster and the pictures of various ziggurats on the Ziggurat sheet.

These experts looked at what the Bible said about Babel, the city, and 
the tower. They then studied other old tower ruins that have been found 
around the world. That’s how they came up with the idea that the Tower 
of Babel may have looked like these. Remember, our biblical glasses 
remind us to start with God’s Word and then try to answer the question. 
God’s Word is our first and our final authority. 

discover the truth

Well, we have seen that these people did not want to obey God. Instead, 
they disobeyed Him by staying in Shinar and building a tower and a city. 
The people were becoming very prideful. They wanted to be famous and 
important. They didn’t think they needed God anymore and stopped 
listening to Him. Instead, they were going to do exactly 
what they wanted to do.

read tHe Word

Let’s see what God has to say about the tower, the city, and the pride and 
sin of the people. I’m going to read Genesis 11:5–9. Everyone find that in 
your Bibles and follow along with me as I read. Listen carefully so you will 
be ready to answer our questions! Read the Scripture after the children have found it in 
their Bibles.

examine tHe Word

observe the text

 ü Who is speaking in this passage? The Lord. Genesis 11:6.

Genesis 11:4

Genesis 11:5–9
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 ü What is God looking at? The tower and the city the people have begun to build. Genesis 11:5.

 ü Do you think that God was surprised when He saw the tower and the 
city? Allow children to answer. Some may answer “yes”; some may answer “no.”

 ü Well, I know that God was not surprised at all. God doesn’t like it when 
we disobey. But He wasn’t surprised at what was happening. He is never 
surprised at what happens on earth. Do you know how I know that? Allow 
the children to answer for a moment. Help the children to come up with the answer. Because God 
knows everything.

That’s right. God does know every single thing! In fact, one of the 
attributes of God means that God knows everything. Take a look at our 
poster and see if you can tell me which attribute it is. Omniscient. 

God is omniscient. Repeat that word with me. Have the children repeat the word 
while you point to it on the Attributes of God poster. 

Listen as I read verse 7 again. Read Genesis 11:7 again, emphasizing both “Us” and “go down.” 

 ü Who knows what God means by “Us”? Allow for answers.

I’ll give you a hint. God used the same word when He created man in 
Genesis 1. He said, “Let Us make man in our own image.” Allow for answers.

God says “Us” because God is three persons in one. He is the Father, the 
Son (Jesus), and the Holy Spirit. When we refer to God as three persons in 
one, we are talking about the Trinity. 

This verse also says that God was coming down to judge the people for 
their sin. And the people would very quickly learn that God was still in 
charge and they were not.

Verse 7 tells us what God was going to do. Listen carefully. Read Genesis 11:7 again. 

 ü What did God do? He confused the language so they couldn’t understand each other anymore.

The people wanted to build a tower for themselves. But God stopped 
them by confusing their language. The people were making their 
own plans in disobedience to God. And then suddenly no one could 
understand each other! God is the creator of speech, and now He 
changed the languages (the speech) of the people.

What if I were sitting here teaching and suddenly I started talking in a 
strange language? Play the CD of another language, if you know another language begin 
speaking it, or have your visitor begin speaking. 

Wouldn’t it be confusing? If you couldn’t understand a single thing I was 
saying, you would definitely want to go to a different class. 

And that is what happened to these people. They couldn’t understand 
anyone who wasn’t in their own family. So each family left Shinar to settle 
somewhere else. 

Omniscient 
(Refer to Attributes poster)
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Th ey stopped building the tower. Th e city became known as Babel, which 
means confusion, because it was here that God confused the languages 
and scattered the people. Th is is our fourth C in the Seven C’s of History: 
Confusion. This would be a good time to sing the Seven C’s song again if time permits. Refer to 
the Seven C’s Timeline.

discover the truth

Once again the people were disobedient to God. Th ey were sinful 
and prideful. God knew all about the sin of these people. God knows 
everything because He is omniscient. And God had to judge their sin. 

God’s judgment on the people was to confuse their language. Th e people 
began to spread out in all diff erent directions and form diff erent 
civilizations. Some went down to what became Egypt, some stayed where 
they were, and some went north. Eventually, the people spread out over 
all the earth just as God had commanded. Refer to the Seven 
C’s Timeline and show them Babel and some of the other civilizations that 
started soon after Babel.

1 Babel Video Clip 
materialS
 Babel video clip (2:28) from the Resource DVD-ROM 

 TV and DVD player or computer 

inStructionS

We are going to watch a short video now. 
It’s about Babel, the people there, what they 
did, and how God dealt with them. Watch 
closely. You will hear a lot of what we just 
spoke about. Play the video clip from the Resource 
DVD-ROM.

connect to tHe trutH

Th ese people had become sinful, selfi sh, 
and prideful and had forgotten their holy 
God. Th ey were more interested in 
pleasing themselves than God and 
believed they could live without Him. 
Th ey wanted to build a tower and make a 
name for themselves. God would not 
allow their dis obedience 
and judged them.
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2 Hello Match
materialS
 Hello Match cards

inStructionS

Have the children stand up and gather in the middle of 
the room. Give each child one of the cards with “hello” 
written on it in a diff erent language. Make sure there are at 
least two cards of each language so the children can fi nd 
someone who has the same language. 

Tell the children they are building the tower and city 
named Babel. Then tell them their language has changed 
and have them try to fi nd the other child(ren) with the 
same language. When they fi nd their partners have them 
go together to one section of the room where they will 
“settle” to live. If you have a small class you might only use 
two or three of the cards. Each child can pick a card and 
go to settle in a diff erent area of the classroom. 

Try to pronounce the diff erent words and point out what 
country they are from. You may want to say them together 
as a class.

Let’s pretend we are all together and 
disobeying God by building the tower and 
city named Babel. 

ü What did God do to these people for their 
disobedience? He confused their language. 

Th at’s right. Let’s see what that might have 
been like. I want each of you to take a card. 

On it is a word in a foreign language. You 
need to fi nd the people in the room who 
can now speak that language and join with 
them. Th en fi nd a place to settle your group 
apart from all the other people. 

connect to tHe trutH

God judged these people for their 
disobedience by confusing their language. 
Th ey refused to go out and settle 
throughout the world and instead stayed 
in one place and wanted to make a name 
for themselves. God scattered them by 
changing their one language to many 
languages. 

God must punish sin. We have learned that 
God has punished the sin of man in many 
ways. First He punished Adam and Eve for 
their sin by sending them out of the garden. 
Th en He punished the people of Noah’s day 
by sending a global Flood. And now He 
punished the people at Babel by changing 
their language and 
scattering them all over 
the world.

APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WHat You Heard in tHe Word

Once again we see in the account of the Tower of Babel that men 
are sinners. Th ese people did not settle around the world as God 
commanded. Instead, they stopped to build a tower and a city and to 
make a name for themselves. Th ey had become prideful, sinful, and 
disobedient to God. 
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God’s judgment on these people was to confuse them by confusing their 
language. Because their language changed and they could no longer talk 
to each other, they scattered around the world. Th us, in spite of their 
pride and sin, God’s purpose was fulfi lled, and the earth was settled.

god’S Word in tHe real World

Even a global Flood did not solve the problem of man’s sin. Th e building of 
the Tower of Babel probably occurred a little more than 100 years after the 
Flood. Men were again in rebellion against God. Th ey were fi lled with pride 
and selfi shness. God had to judge them again. Refer to the Seven C’s Timeline.

Th e Bible tells us that we are all sinners. We all sin every day. God must 
judge our sin just like He has judged the sins in the past. Th ose judgments 
were terrible—and ours will be, too. But God is merciful and He has 
shown us His love and grace through Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the Cross 
for sins. And whoever trusts and believes in Him, and is truly sorry for his 
sin, will be forgiven through the sacrifi ce that Jesus 
made. Th en we will have power through the Holy Spirit 
to obey Him better.

 ➤ Pass out 
the Student Take 
Home Sheets and 
remind the children 
to practice the 
memory verse this 
week.

MEMORY VERSE

memorY VerSe

acts 17:26–27 And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of 
the earth and has determined their preappointed 
times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so 
that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that 
they might grope for Him and fi nd Him, though 
He is not far from each one of us.

Let’s read the memory verse together. We will 
have several weeks to memorize it and hide it in 
our hearts. Let’s read it from the Memory Verse 
poster together. Have the children read the verse. You can 
have girls and boys read, split the verse, or read it several times 
and in various ways.

GROUP PRAYER TIME

group praYer time

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Ask forgiveness for our sins. Acknowledge 
that God must punish sin like at Babel. 

• Th ank God that He provided Jesus Christ to 
take the punishment and judgment for the 
sins of everyone who will believe in Him.


